ACT V3 SCENE i
The Library Enter JOSEPH SURFACE and SERVANT
Jos. Surf. Mr Stanley! - and why should you think I would see him? you must know he comes to ask something.
Ser. Sir, I should not have let him in, but that Mr Rowley came to the door with him.
Jos. Surf. Pshaw! blockhead! to suppose that I should now be in a temper to receive visits from poor relations! - Well, why don't you show the fellow up?
Ser. I will, sir* - Why, sir, it was not my fault that Sir Peter discovered my lady -
Jos. Surf. Go, fool! - [Exit Servant.] Sure Fortune never played a man of my policy such a trick before! My character with Sir Peter, my hopes with Maria, destroyed in a moment! I'm in a rare humour to listen to other people's distresses! I shan't be able to bestow even a benevolent sentiment on Stanley. - So! here he comes, and Rowley with him. I must try to recover myself, and put a little charity into my face, however.                                                           [Exit.
Enter SIR OLIVER and ROWLEY
Sir Oliv. What! does he avoid us? - That was he, was it
not? Row. It was, sir. But I doubt you are come a little too
abruptly. His nerves are so weak, that the sight of a
poor relation may be too much for him. I should have
gone first to break it to him. Sir Oliv. Oh5 plague of his nerves! Yet this is he whom Sir
Peter extols as a man of the most benevolent way of
thinking! Row. As to his way of thinking, I cannot pretend to
decide, for, to do him justice, he aoDears to have as